
  

Dear Little Horwood Resident 

 

Following your fantastic response to the Village Plan Survey, we have now reached 

a critical stage and would like to share our initial recommendations for your  

comments and feedback.  
 

Based on the findings from the survey, groups of volunteers from the village have 

been actively working on the nine key areas you identified. Inside you will see  

statements the groups have developed from your thoughts on how the village will 

look in the future.  We have called these our aspirations. With some of the  

aspirations are actions that each working group is suggesting as a way forward. 

 

We would like to know whether you agree or disagree with these aspirations 

and whether you have any suggestions for adding to them or indeed, to the  

proposed actions.  There is a simple form attached for your comments, with 

details of how to get your comments to us by 31 July please.  We really do want 

to hear your views! 
 

Of course you may wish to read the full version of the first draft of the plan and if 

so we would be delighted to have your comments. The first draft can be found on 

www.little-horwood.co.uk. Or if you don’t have access to the internet, contact me, 

David, (tel:714442) or Ruth (tel:712648) and we’ll drop a copy round to you.  Once 

we have all your comments in, the working groups will discuss them and the draft 

plan will be reviewed and sent to the printers in the early autumn – hopefully 

enough can be printed for every house to have a copy. 

If you have any photos/pictures you feel could be included, or you would like to 

join a group, please contact me or Ruth.  Some Working Groups would welcome 

more members – for example, Planning & Development would welcome you to 

their next meeting at 8.15pm on 23 July at the Shoulder. 

 

If you would like to discuss the plan then do give us a call, or come along to our 

display at the Fete on Saturday 11 July.  Looking forward to seeing you! 
 

With best wishes,   

David Foster, Chairman, Village Plan Steering Group. 

http://www.little-horwood.co.uk
tel:714442
tel:712648
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Amenities and Events - chairperson Luke Serjeant 

 
aims and aspirations 
 The community is engaged with,  

 contributes to, and participates in, the 

 varied social and recreational activities 

 that meet the needs of all villagers.  

 People are excited and proud about 

using the community amenities which are fit for purpose, sustainable and 

well utilized.   

 The community is enthused by the dynamic, vibrant, well supported,  

 cohesive programme of events that inspires everyone to get involved.  

recommendations  

 Uplift in number of people using the existing amenities: Publish  list and 

details of amenities in Village Plan; Publish list and details of amenities 

on village web-site; Use all mediums to advertise events - Open Gates, 

Little Horwood News, Peter‟s  distribution list.  

 Increase in participation and contribution of residents:  Produce a  

 comprehensive „Little Horwood Matters Welcome Pack‟; All  

 newcomers receive Welcome Pack – via an existing village resident ; All 

 new comers personally invited to first event; Incentive to participate in 

 first event (free tickets?) 

 

 Increase in participation and  

 contribution of residents by offering  

 various events:  Entertainments 

 committee and Recreational committee to co-ordinate programme of 

 events; Entertainments committee and  Recreational committee to           

 co-ordinate publishing and advertising efforts; Memorial Hall and       
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 Recreational Hall to  co-ordinate legal /   

 mandatory / safety checks; Entertainments 

 committee and Recreational committee to    

 explore the viability of the many suggested 

 events. 

 

 Encourage „expert‟ residents to offer „classes‟ clubs; flower arranging,       

gardening, computer, art, keep fit… 

 

 People are able to purchase goods locally: Research local suppliers – 

DairyCrest / milkandmore for convenience deliveries; Research swop/shop; 

freecycle ideas;  Research bulk buying opportunities for bulk purchases.  

 

 Offer Recreational Hall and Grounds as a „family and sports‟ venue:      

Develop the Recreational Hall to be fit-for-purpose to hire out for family 

and sport occasions;  Develop the play ground to be fit-for-purpose for dif-

ferent age groups.  

 

 Receive potential funding for development work on existing amenities:    

Investigate potential funding opportunities; Apply for relevant grants to fund 

developments. 

 

 Have appropriate equipment to provide an  

excellent service for all events: Investigate 

equipment needs; Improve facilities              

(e.g. cooker).  
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Environment - chairperson Alexandra Stubbings  

 

aims and aspirations 
 To create a ‘greener’ Little Horwood by working 

together to reduce our environmental impact and 

live more sustainably, through practical education, 

technology and improved transport & recycling 

amenities. 

 

 To value and sustain the natural resources in and 

 around the village, e.g. by maintaining natural flood defences,  

 generating energy sustainably from our brook, and safe-guarding wildlife 

 habitats and local micro-ecosystems 

 

recommendations  

 Easy access to information that promotes more sustainable choices and 

habits: Set-up page on LH website providing relevant and up-to-date   

information on grant availability, energy saving tips, car-pooling etc.  

 Everyone has access to means of composting kitchen and garden waste 

and cardboard:  Look into set-up of site at allotment;  Provide              

information on timescale for provision of brown  

bins by AVDC;  Provide information through 

door on composting  at home; Run evening  

speaking event at village.  

 Minimize waste to landfill, Bring in small 

amount of revenue: Increase variety of materials 

that can be recycled; Liaise with AVDC regarding possible additional 

recycling facilities; Check which companies may pay for materials;     
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Encouraging changing of shopping habits to 

reduce waste; Illustrate options / alternatives 

to throwing items away, e.g. swap shop,       

free-cycling. 

 Minimize unnecessary usage: Create &  

 distribute leaflet to advise on minimizing usage 

 Reducing consumption / improving efficiency:  Include „tips‟ in leaflet to 

advise on energy efficiency in the home; Research photovoltaic  (solar)  

panels for community buildings ; Research bulk community discounts 

 Improved efficiency, Fuel & cost savings: Include information in leaflet on 

home insulation, particularly access to grants / discounts / subsidies etc; 

Research opportunities to bulk-buy LPG and Heating Oil (reduced cost to 

consumer & fewer trucks on road). 

Flooding  - chairperson Mark Bull 
 

aims and aspirations 
Our aim is to completely eradicate flood risk to       
dwellings and properties, whilst promoting,  

educating and raising awareness of flooding issues 

within Little Horwood Parish. 

 

recommendations 

 Village flood survey: Support Parish Council to obtain Bucks County 

 Council (BCC) / DEFRA village flood survey and act on findings of  survey 

 Good, close links between Parish Council and Flooding sub Committee: 

 Continued  feedback from / to Parish Council 

 More children educated in dangers of flooding: Youth Club sessions;   
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 Involving parents. 

 Educating everyone in the village on flooding and reasons for it:  

 Considerations being given to Little Horwood News, flyers, Welcome 

 Pack, website, village email. 

 Plants cleared from culvert: Landowners to take responsibility for land 

 adjacent to brook. 

 Silt cleared from culvert: “Culvert Blitz”, “Ditch Blitz” (to clear areas 
that make flooding worse). 

Planning and Development - 
chairperson Bob Curtis 
 

aims and aspirations 
 To continue developing as a vibrant, 

thriving, inclusive community.  

 Create a ‘Village Design Statement’ 

that reflects the hopes and needs of 

current, and future, village residents. (The statement would include our 

(residents’) thoughts, considerations and decisions on the character and 

any future development within the  village e.g. social housing;  

 developments; conservation areas etc.) .   

 

recommendations 

 Encourage more villagers to take an active part on the committee 

 Find out what planning needs and desires are and collate information 

 To fulfill villagers‟ ideas and aspirations with guidance from AVDC   

 forward  planning team. 

N.B. Our next meeting is on 23 July 2009, 8.15pm Shoulder – please come 

along to help  develop the óVillage Design Statementô.  
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Public Transport -  
chairperson Brian Goodban 
 

aims and aspirations 
 The Villagers of Little Horwood have access to 

public  transport that is a viable alternative to private 

car use; ensuring that people without their own transport can get about and 

reducing the dependency on fossil fuels.  

recommendations  

 Establish current level of usage of buses. Establish reliability of buses 

 Establish demand for commuter train links 

 Voluntary lifts; Ensure all non drivers, particularly OAPs have access to 

transport for shops, medical assistance. 

 Website for contacting commuters & 

teenagers; Establish demand for car 

sharing for commuters to train       

stations; Establish demand for car 

sharing for teenagers outings to MK, 

Buckingham etc. 

 Ensure villagers are aware of timetables and routes 

 Investigate new service to Buckingham and evening services to MK 

 Investigate good shuttle service to Winslow in event that EAST WEST  

 railway goes ahead.  
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Rights of Way - chairperson Clare Lewis-Evan  
 

aims and aspirations 
The aspirations identified by the rights of way 

action group were divided into 2 main areas, 

Maintenance and improvement of current paths 

and the creation of new paths. 

Improvement projects: 

 Improve the gateways and stiles to allow easier access for all users. 

 Ensure accurate and discrete signage of the paths. 

 Improve the footing where possible, especially in gateways and stile  

 areas. 

 Improve the bridge and steps in the spinney with regards to width and 

 surface. 

 Encourage greater use of the paths with more frequent village walks. 

 Clarify the fault reporting process and responsibilities of all users and 

 landowners. 

 
 

Creation projects: 

 Creation of a notice board in a public place with an accurate map of local 

 walks 

 Creation of a safe cycle link to Route 51 

 Creation of a cycle link to North Winslow 

 Creation of an 'all weather' circular footpath around the village using both 

 existing and new paths to include spinney area. 

 Creation of a circular bridleway around Little Horwood using existing 

 paths and, if able, to use new paths. 

 

 

recommendations  

 Create safer routes to other  

 communities: Creation of a   

 cycle link to Route 51; Creation 

 of a cycle link to North Winslow; 

 Creation of a  circular bridleway 
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 around Little Horwood; Creation of an all-weather circular footpath 

 around the village using both existing and new footpaths (to include the 

 spinney). 

  Ensure paths are clear for more frequent usage: Improve the gates and 

 stiles across the footpath and bridleway network; Improve the steps and 

 bridge in the Spinney; Ensure accurate rights of way signage; Improve the 

 surface in muddy areas where possible.  

 More accessible information: Creation of a route map for an information 

board in the village centre; More frequent events using as many rights of 

way as possible . 

Road Safety - chairperson Mary Arnold 
 

aims and aspirations 
 To create a safer environment and improve the quality of life within the    

village 

 To investigate all possibilities and report upon 

these. 

 

recommendation 

 Liaise with and support the Parish Council  on 

current projects. 
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Technology - chairperson Graham Shaw 
 

aims and aspirations 
To enhance the quality of life for the villagers of  Little 

Horwood through the use of new  technologies:  

 All homes to have access to high speed internet 

 access. 

 All public spaces (Rec Hall, Memorial Hall, 

 pubs etc) to have wireless enabled network. 

 All villagers to have access to computer equipment (PCs, Printers, etc), 

 which will be available at the Rec or Memorial Hall. 

 All villagers to be offered continuing education in new technologies. These 

 sessions to be led by technologically savvy villagers on a pro-bono basis. 

 Village to benefit from bulk buying facilitated by technology. 

 www.little-horwood.co.uk web-site to be core communication utility for 

village. 

 

recommendations  
 Seek ways to improve the speed of internet access by:- Discussions with 

external providers (fixed wire dedicated lines) of internet access; Dialogue 

with BT and other providers to seek ways to  

 improve existing speeds; Communication with 

 local businesses including Horwood House to 

 find ways of improving provision and sharing 

 costs. 

 Dialogue with Committees responsible for the 

Rec/Hall to discuss provision of wifi facilities within the public buildings ; 

Check wireless coverage of existing facilities; Discussions with local     

residents re the possibility sharing their wifi links with public facilities; 

Discussion with Shoulder of Mutton about providing free Wifi access;    

http://www.little-horwood.co.uk
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Provision of laptops to Rec / Memorial Hall.  (Second hand in first    

instance)  Sound out villagers and or local businesses re the provision of 

this equipment. 

 Provision of laptops, printers etc to Rec / Memorial Hall.  (Second hand 

in first instance)  Sound out villagers and or local businesses re the   

provision of this equipment. 

 Discussions with local schools (Winslow, Great Horwood, Mursley, 

Swanbourne etc ) and County Council Adult Learning about seeking help 

and or support with this intention; Seek out volunteers within village to 

provide this expertise; Discuss idea with Youth Club etc about           

supporting these intentions 

 Set up an Oil club (First check need eg how many villagers are using oil) 

Add to  survey; Undertake enquiries to see whether this is possible for 

gas/electricity/telephone etc; Determine benefits of such schemes by  

talking to suppliers. 

 Discussion with Charlotte Simpson about agreeing a process by which 

villagers may add to the web site;  

 Promote the web site and provide information for villagers on how to 

add  information. 
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Under 18ôs - chairperson Hugh Denne 
 

aims and aspirations 
 We aim to make sure that every child in 

this village is able to take part in fun 

events on a regular basis, if they want to.  

 We aim to take a leading role in helping 

to develop our Youth Club and welcome anyone to join in.  

recommendations 

 Regular youth club that is well established and attended and supported by 

parents: All key adults involved are CRB checked; The youth club has 

valid insurance; Grants are gained to enable resources to be bought 

 Allotment Plot is cultivated; vegetables are grown and sold / eaten by  

 children: This year grow sunflowers for horticulture show; next year plant 

 in time to grow vegetables to sell, eat, enter the Horticulture Show 

 Weekly shop open in the village that the children are able to go to, so 

don‟t have to go to Winslow or surrounding areas: See how youth club 

develops, there may be scope in the future to open a shop on a more    

regular basis; Speak to Swanbourne 

post office about possibility of        

Saturday morning openings 

 Create user-friendly communication 

channels: Create a webpage specific 

to the youth club, designed and    

maintained by members of the youth club 

 New Playground equipment that caters for both younger and older       

children: Liaise with Recreation Committee to share the under 18‟s ideas.  


